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Flex Storage Systems

Topeka, Kansas 

Derek Porter Studio

Derek Porter Studio elevates the image of Flex, a mini-storage center, with
simple, indirect lighting

By William Weathersby, Jr.

Since the closing of the
Forbes Air Base more than
20 years ago, the Highland
Crest neighborhood of
Topeka, Kansas, has been
in steady, socioeconomic
decline. Although the
neighborhood improvement
association recently fought
and won to keep a public
school open, few
businesses or civic entities
have stepped into the void
to create new magnets for
community development.
But in an unlikely turn of
events, perhaps the most
mundane of vernacular
urban structures—the mini-
storage shed—has helped
mend the community’s
frayed edge and image. FLEX Storage Systems, designed by the Kansas City–based
architecture firm el dorado, creatively combines standard building materials and simple
forms to raise the profile of this humble commercial building type. Efficient, engaging
lighting by Derek Porter Studio helps transform the urban landscape from blighted to
blithe.

The 24,000-square-foot facility contains 180 conventional and 120 climate-controlled
bays for commercial and personal storage. Led by principal Josh Shelton, the
architects designed an aluminum-clad shed structure topped by a sloping roof that
steps down the terraced site. Translucent, polycarbonate panels serve as clerestories,
while the exterior of each garagelike door is painted a different bright color to create
graphic punch.
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Surface-mounted fluorescents integrated within the building facade illuminate the
colorful exterior garage doors. The luminaires are wet-location-rated and fitted with
cold-weather ballasts and vandal-resistant polycarbonate lenses. Each fixture is set in
a niche above a 9-foot-wide garage door to simultaneously illuminate the facade,
loading dock, and car parking lot. When the door is raised, the same fixture illuminates
the inside of the storage unit.

Inside, daylight pours through the  polycarbonate clerestories and bounces off the
sloped ceiling. Interior storage bins and corridors are indirectly illuminated with
continuous rows of two-lamp fluorescent strips mounted on the top of storage cubicle
walls. This concealed location shields the direct view of lamps and reduces the
likelihood of damage from clients moving goods through the corridors and bins. The
luminaires are zoned in rows running parallel to the clerestories and controlled by
managers at wall-box switches in the office area, depending upon daylight conditions.
Rather than drywall, the ceilings of the storage units are composed of reinforced nylon
netting to allow light to permeate the interiors.

Want the full story? Read the entire article in our November 2006 issue.
Subscribe to Architectural Record in print, or get Architectural Record digitally

the People

Owner
el dorado inc 
510 Avenida Cesar E. Chavez
Kansas City, MO  64108
Phone: 816-474-3838
Fax: (816) 474-0836
www.eldoradoarchitects.com

Principal in charge:
Josh Shelton

Project team:
Josh Shelton, Doug Hurt, Brady Neely

Lighting designer:
Derek Porter Studio
15 West 19th Street
Kansas City MO 64108
Phone: 816-842-9060
Fax: 816-842-9061
www.derekporterstudio.com/

Lighting project team:
Derek Porter, Katrina All, Katie Green

General contractor: 
Kelley Construction Company (Topeka,
KS)
www.kelley-construction.com/

Metal Building Engineering:
VP Buildings, Inc 
www.vp.com

MEP and structural Engineer:
Stephen P. Maslan (Kansas City, MO)
Landscaping Consultant: Off the Grid
(Lawrence, KS)

Photographer
Mike Sinclair, 816.842.1499

CAD system, project management, or
other software used:

the Products

Lighting
Interior ambient lighting:
H.E. Williams
www.hew.com/

Exterior:
H.E. Williams
www.hew.com/

Windows
Aluminum:
Clear Anodized Storefront

Glazing
Glass:
1” IGU’s

Polycarbonate Glazing:
PolyGal Triple Clip System
www.polygal.com
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Vectorworks
www.nemetschek.net/
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www.formz.com
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